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These safety notes are intended to give you advice on Health and Safety issues when clearing litter. We strongly advise you to follow these guidelines for your own safety. If you require any further advice contact the Duckworth Worcestershire Trust
DO’S: -

1) When organising a community litter pick, make a list of equipment that may be of use; ask other people who will be joining you if they have any equipment that might be of use.  Our wardens may be able to help you out on the day. They have first aid kits at hand that may be useful if you have large numbers attending your event. 

2) Before proceeding with your event you will need to visit the area to be ‘picked’ to do a risk assessment. A copy of this needs to be given to the Duckworth Trust and spot checks maybe carried out. This could involve drawing a rough plan of the area/site and marking out areas of risk to people attending. Such risks might be steep or slippery slopes, risk of falling into water, road traffic and plants that may cause harm like hawthorns / bramble bushes.

3) If working alone, let someone know when and where you intend to undertake a litter pick and how long you expect to be gone; also take a mobile phone with you if you have one.

4) Make sure that you wear suitable clothing/sturdy footwear for the weather conditions at the time of your litter pick. Make sure you have plenty of fluids to drink if you intend to be out for a lengthy period of time. If the weather is sunny ensure that sun protection is worn.
5) Ensure that any cuts or abrasions on your hands are suitably covered with a plaster or equivalent covering to avoid infection.

6) Wear gloves at all times – plastic gloves may be sufficient when dealing with most light litter. The Duckworth Worcestershire Trust will supply these upon request. For sharp or larger objects it is advisable to wear thicker, more durable gloves.

7) Always wash your hands with soap and water after any litter pick activity that you undertake. Ensure that children working with you do the same.

DONT’S: - 

1) Don’t try lifting any heavy items on your own. Inform Worcester City Council on 01905 722233 or the DWT wardens if you find any large quantities of fly tipped material.

2) If you suspect that you have found anything like asbestos or dangerous chemicals DO NOT TOUCH! Inform Worcester City Council on the number above immediately. Alternatively you could contact the Environment Agency on 0800 807060 (lines are open 24hrs) if you think that what you have found is more serious.

3) If you find used hypodermic needles inform Worcester City Council immediately on 01905 722233 and give them the exact location. DO NOT touch them yourself.

4) The most important thing to do is use your common sense, and look after your own personal safety.
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Safety Notes 
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