THE DUCKWORTH WORCESTERSHIRE TRUST

RISK ASSESSMENT Rubbish? Sort it! 2009
ACTIVITY: Litter Pick
ASSESSOR (S): The Duckworth Worcestershire Trust
        DATE: 2009
	HAZARD
	RISK


	Those affected
	PREVENTION MEASURES
	FURTHER ACTION



	Strains, pulls from manual handling (lifting)

	
	· DWT Staff
· Worcester City Council

· Volunteers

· General Public
	· Do not attempt to pick up heavy/awkward shaped items.
· Always ask for help. 
· Do not overfill rubbish bags
	· safety talk must be given, 

· Identify First Aid /mobile phone point prior to litter pick. 



	Slips, trips, falls

	
	As above
	· Assess ground conditions before starting. 
· Always wear suitable footwear.  
· Prepare plan of the area- identify particular hazards e.g. steep slopes/water
	

	Dangerous substances and objects

	
	As above
	· If in doubt about any substance or object found DO NOT TOUCH. 

· Report finding to leader. (e.g. asbestos, gas cylinder etc)


	

	Skin infections/
Skin injuries

	
	As above
	· Wear appropriate gloves at all times. 

· Take care when reaching under hedgerows and deep foliage. 

· If hypodermic needle is found report immediately to leader. 
·  Take care when touching plants esp. brambles and hawthorns.


	

	Falling from height

	
	As above
	· Always use public paths- do not take short cuts by climbing over hedges or fences or walls


	

	Misuse of equipment

	
	As above
	· Only use equipment provided for the job it is intended
	

	Collision with car, cyclist

	
	As above
	· Be aware of your surroundings. Watch out for cars, cycles
	

	Horseplay
	
	As above
	· Do not fool around by throwing items found or acting dangerously
	

	Burns or cuts from wiring found
	
	As above
	· If any type of wiring is found buried in the ground do not touch- report immediately to leader
	

	Altercation with landowner/ resident


	
	As above
	· Ensure that the landowners permission has been granted before commencing litter pick. 

· Do not enter or cross residents’ gardens without permission. 

· If confronted by anyone do not enter into an argument, refer to the team leader.


	

	Inclement weather
	
	As above
	· Always take with you appropriate clothing e.g. waterproofs. 

· Wrap up warm in layers.
	

	Hot weather
	
	As above
	· Apply sun cream to exposed skin

· Wear Sun hat

· Ensure water is available for drinking


	

	Welfare  /hygiene


	
	As above
	· Always wash hands and face before eating, drinking or smoking. 
· Dispose of /wash  wet, dirty clothing 
	hand wash facilities located nearby



	Equipment


	
	As above
	· Only use equipment provided. 

· Do not use any type of power tool.


	All equipment is collected and in working order



